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upon all who know them and to pass among their asso-
ciates as normal, even when their behavior has indicated
great stupidity. Educational and vocational failures,
puzzling perhaps because of this deceptive semblance of
normal mentality, can be understood only when this type
of special ability is appreciated in all its practical bearings.

Case 41. Wilhelmina T., 18 years old, was a girl who
made an extremely favorable impression. She talked
very well, expressing herself in good English. She enjoyed
expressing her views of life, and for a girl of her age she
had quite a philosophy, crude and immature, but fairly
consistent. She had attended school for eight years,
according to her parents, and had reached the sixth grade
when she withdrew. Both her parents and her teachers
regarded her progress as unsatisfactory, but the latter
had never stated that she was below normal mentally.
The girl had many advantages; her parents were intelli-
gent, the home a very good one, earlier the family had
traveled quite extensively, and later the girl had received
private instruction in music and elocution.

The results of the psychological examination were
surprising, because they were so little in accord with the
exceedingly good impression which the girl made in con-
versation. It was evident that she had a special gift for
language, for she did well all tests where ability to express
oneself was an aid. Indeed, with the single exception
of the test for psychomotor control, the only good results
were achieved on the opposites test which requires control
of verbal associations, on reading, and on writing sen-
tences.

On the other hand, after noting the failures made on
many comparatively simple tasks, one had little doubt
of the girl's limitations. On construction tests she showed
no resourcefulness; her reactions were childish, and she
wished repeatedly to be allowed to stop before the ex-